
THE ICONIC PERPETUAL CALENDAR 

RETURNS TO IWC SCHAFFHAUSEN’S 

PORTOFINO LINE

Schaffhausen, 23rd November 2022: IWC Schaffhausen brings the iconic perpetual calendar back to the Portofino 

collection. Two versions are available, one in 18-carat 5N gold and the other in stainless steel – marking the first 

Portofino with a perpetual calendar in stainless steel. With a case diameter of only 40 millimetres, the Portofino 

Perpetual Calendar is currently the smallest perpetual calendar watch in IWC’s collections. Both versions are 

powered by the IWC-manufactured 82650 calibre movement, featuring automatic Pellaton winding with ceramic 

components and a power reserve of 60 hours. In addition to displays for the date, weekday, and month, the 

calendar also features IWC’s perpetual moon phase indication, which will only deviate by one day from the orbit of 

Earth’s satellite in 577.5 years.

No complication embodies IWC’s unique engineering 
approach quite like the perpetual calendar. Developed 
in the 1980s by former head watchmaker Kurt Klaus 
and consisting of less than 100 ingeniously arranged 
parts, the calendar is distinguished by its high level 
of autonomy and user-friendliness. The intelligent 
mechanical program recognises the different lengths of 
the months and automatically inserts a leap day every 
four years at the end of February. It will continue to run 
without manual interventions until 2100, when the leap 
year is omitted due to an exception in the Gregorian 
calendar. Moreover, since all its displays are perfectly 
synchronised, the calendar can be advanced simply 
using the crown.

With the Portofino Perpetual Calendar (Ref. 3444), the 
iconic complication returns to the Portofino line. Two 
versions are available. One features a stainless steel 
case with a silver-plated dial and rhodium-plated hands 
and appliques (Ref. IW344601) – marking the first time a 
Portofino model with a perpetual calendar is presented 
in this classic and robust case material. The other 
features an 18-carat 5N gold case, a silver-plated dial 
and gold-plated hands and appliques (Ref.  IW344602). 

The Portofino Perpetual Calendar is also the perfect 
choice for those preferring a slightly more compact 
and ergonomic size. With a case diameter of just 
40  millimetres, it is currently the smallest perpetual 
calendar across IWC’s collections. Both versions are 
fitted with blue straps made of traceable Swiss calf 
leather. The straps have a natural and soft finish and 
boast a contemporary, luxurious look.

A HIGH DEGREE OF AUTONOMY

The calendar information is indicated in three subdials. 
The date is shown at 3 o’clock, the month at 6 o’clock, 
and the day of the week at 9 o’clock. The weekday display 
also contains a small leap year indicator: a red “L” signals 
a leap year, and the calendar will autonomously insert 
the 29th of February. Another highlight of this model is 
the perpetual moon phase display. Integrated into the 
month display, it shows the moon against the backdrop 
of a star-studded night sky. Thanks to a precisely 
calculated reductionist gear train, it is so precise that 
it will only deviate by one day from the orbit of Earth’s 
satellite after 577.5 years.
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IWC-MANUFACTURED 82650 CALIBRE  
WITH PELLATON WINDING

The IWC-manufactured 82650 calibre drives the 
calendar module using a single nightly switching 
impulse. The elaborately finished movement can be 
admired through the transparent sapphire glass back. 
It features the highly efficient automatic winding system 
developed in the 1950s by IWC’s former technical 
director, Albert Pellaton. Using the slightest movements 
of the oscillating weight in both directions, it reliably 
builds up a power reserve of 60 hours in the mainspring. 
Components of the automatic winding system that are 
subject to high stresses, such as the heart-shaped 
cam and the clicks, are made of virtually wear-free 
zirconium oxide ceramic. In addition, the rotor features 
the signature “Probus Scafusia” medallion in solid gold, 
which embodies IWC’s uncompromising commitment 
to technical excellence, quality, and sustainability.

The Portofino Perpetual Calendar is available immediately 
through IWC boutiques, authorised retail partners, 
or online at IWC.com. In addition, the timepieces are 
eligible for registration under the My IWC care program, 
benefitting from a 6-year extension to the standard 2-year 
International Limited Warranty
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FE ATU R E S

Mechanical movement – Pellaton automatic winding system – Perpetual calendar with display  
for the date, day, month, leap year and perpetual moon phase – Central hacking seconds –  
See-through sapphire glass back

 
M OVE M E NT

Calibre 82650
Frequency 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels 46
Power reserve 60 h
Winding Automatic

 
WATCH

Materials  Ref. IW344601: Stainless steel case, silver-plated dial,  
rhodium-plated hands and appliques, blue calfskin strap

  Ref. IW344602: 18-carat 5N gold case, silver-plated dial,  
gold-plated hands and appliques, blue calfskin strap 

Glass Sapphire, arched-edge, antireflective coating on both sides 
Water-resistant 5 bar
Diameter 40 mm
Height 12.7 mm

PORTOFINO PERPETUAL CALENDAR

R E F.  IW3 4 4 601  /  IW3 4 4 602
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I WC S C H A F F H AU S E N

IWC Schaffhausen is a leading Swiss luxury watch 
manufacturer based in Schaffhausen in the north-eastern 
part of Switzerland. With collections like the Portugieser 
and the Pilot’s Watches, the brand covers the whole 
spectrum from elegant to sports watches. Founded in 
1868 by the American watchmaker and engineer Florentine 
Ariosto Jones, IWC is known for its unique engineering 
approach to watchmaking, combining the best of human 
craftsmanship and creativity with cutting-edge technology 
and processes.

Over its more than 150-year history, IWC has earned a 
reputation for creating professional instrument watches and 
functional complications, especially chronographs and 
calendars, which are ingenious, robust, and easy for 
customers to use. A pioneer in the use of titanium and 
ceramics, IWC today specialises in highly engineered watch 
cases manufactured from advanced materials, such as 
coloured ceramics, Ceratanium®, and titanium aluminide.

A leader in sustainable luxury watchmaking, IWC sources 
materials responsibly and takes action to minimise its 
impact on the environment. Along the pillars of 
transparency, circularity, and responsibility, the brand 
crafts timepieces built to last for generations and 
continuously improves every element of how it 
manufactures, distributes, and services its products in the 
most responsible way. IWC also partners with organisations 
that work globally to support children and young people.

D OWN LOADS

Images of the Portofino Perpetual Calendar 
can be downloaded free of charge from  
press.iwc.com

F U R T H E R I N FO R MATI O N

IWC Schaffhausen
Public Relations department
Email  press-iwc@iwc.com
Website  press.iwc.com

I NTE R N E T AN D SOCIAL M E D IA

Website iwc.com
Facebook facebook.com/IWCWatches
YouTube youtube.com/iwcwatches
Twitter twitter.com/iwc
LinkedIn linkedin.com/company/
 iwc-schaffhausen
Instagram instagram.com/iwcwatches
Pinterest pinterest.com/iwcwatches
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