
IWC Schaffhausen · Baumgartenstrasse 15 · CH-8201 Schaffhausen
Phone +41 (0)52 235 75 65 · Fax +41 (0)52 235 75 01 · info@iwc.com · www.iwc.com

IWC Schaffhausen · Baumgartenstrasse 15 · CH-8201 Schaffhausen
Phone +41 (0)52 235 75 65 · Fax +41 (0)52 235 75 01 · info@iwc.com · www.iwc.com

The Big Pilot’s Watch Annual Calendar Edition “Le  Petit 
Prince” (Ref. IW502705) features an 18-carat white gold 
case and a blue dial powered by the IWC-manufactured 
52850 calibre. This unique piece has a blued movement 
and an ornate, hand-painted rotor, adorned with a blue 
floral pattern, which takes the form of the little prince – from 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s story “Le Petit Prince” – on an 
asteroid. The movement is elaborately coated with metal 
oxides to give it its blue colour, an effect which is achieved 
using the process of chemical vapour deposition (CVD).  
“I am delighted that we are able to use the proceeds raised 
from auctioning this exclusive Pilot’s Watch to support the 
important work of the Antoine de Saint-Exupéry Youth 
Foundation again this year,” says Christoph Grainger-Herr, 
CEO of IWC Schaffhausen.

TH E FO U N DATIO N I S  S E T  
TO G O STATE S I D E

This auction in Geneva was the fifth IWC has carried out in 
cooperation with Sotheby’s Geneva. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the foundation, helping it to establish 
itself on the North American continent. It is no coincidence 
that this charitable institution is aiming to cross the Atlantic. 
After all, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry himself had a strong 
connection to America: he flew a Lockheed P-38 Lightning 
on multiple occasions and wrote his story “The Little Prince” 
in New York.

The Antoine de Saint-Exupéry Youth Foundation was es-
tablished in 2008 by the descendants of the French author 
and pilot Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. It offers various training 
and educational programmes designed to help children and 
adolescents living in difficult conditions get a better start 
to working life. The main focus of the foundation’s activities 
is on fighting illiteracy and supporting young people with 
visual impairments by conveying knowledge about Braille.

IWC SCHAFFHAU S E N

With a clear focus on technology and development, the 
Swiss watch manufacturer IWC Schaffhausen has been 
producing timepieces of lasting value since 1868. The com-
pany has gained an international reputation based on a 
passion for innovative solutions and technical ingenuity. One 
of the world’s leading brands in the luxury watch segment, 
IWC crafts masterpieces of Haute Horlogerie at their finest, 
combining supreme precision with exclusive design. As 
an ecologically and socially responsible  company, IWC is 
committed to sustainable production, supports institutions 
around the globe in their work with children and young 
people, and maintains partnerships with organizations 
dedicated to environmental protection.

Geneva, 12 November 2017 – Today, Sotheby’s auctioned an exclusive timepiece by IWC  Schaffhausen: 

the Big Pilot’s Watch Annual Calendar Edition “Le Petit Prince” went under the hammer, garnering a 

winning bid of CHF 38,000. A portion of the proceeds of this auction will benefit the Antoine de 

Saint-Exupéry Youth Foundation, in order to boost its expansion into the USA and reach its goal of 

offering training and educational projects to even more young people throughout the world.

THE LITTLE PRINCE  
RAISES FUNDS FOR  

THE ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY 
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THE DRIVERS

S IX TO P M OTO RS P O RT D R IVE RS WI LL B E L I N I N G U P O N TH E G R I D 

FO R TH E IWC R ACI N G TE AM I N A S E R I E S O F CL A S S I C C AR R ACE S .

DAVI D CO U LTHAR D

The unforgettable David “DC” Coulthard was born on  
27 March 1971, in Twynholm, Scotland. Between 1994 and 
2008, he took part in no fewer than 246 Grand Prix events 
in motor racing’s premier competition and won 13 of them. 
His greatest success in Formula 1 was the 2001 season, 
when he finished runner-up to Michael Schumacher in the 
drivers’ championship. After the 2008 Brazilian Grand Prix, 
Coulthard retired from Formula 1. From 2010 to 2012, he 
also drove for Mercedes and was Maro Engel’s teammate 
in the German Touring Car Championship (DTM). The DTM 
AMG Mercedes C-Class Coupé he was given to drive was 
his first Mercedes DTM model from the current range and 
he promptly finished fifth at the Norisring in Nuremberg. 
Since 2016, David Coulthard has been a Formula 1 TV 
pundit for the UK’s Channel 4.

LE WI S HAM I LTO N

Lewis Hamilton, born on 7 January 1985 in Tewin, England, 
is regarded by many to be the best Formula 1 pilot of our 
times. Since 2007, he has treated the international racing 
community to a demonstration of his formidable talent. 
Last year, he won his fourth World Championship title. The 
British Formula 1 pilot has been driving for Mercedes-AMG 
Petronas Motorsport since 2013 and seems set to pose 
another major headache for the competition in the year 
ahead. His interests are by no means restricted to motor 
racing, and range from music to fashion. It could well be 
that his cosmopolitanism and versatility are the key to his 
success. Hamilton’s father Anthony named him after one 
of the greats in US athletics, Carl Lewis. In this context, it 
would be no exaggeration to say that in sporting terms 
Lewis has already drawn level with Carl Lewis. Proof of this 
are no fewer than 72 pole positions – a record in the sport. 
Hamilton has started a total of 117 times from the first row, 

another record in  Formula 1. It is highly likely that this 
 exceptional talent will add more victories to the total of 
62 Grand Prix race wins he has collected so far.

VALT TE R I  B OT TA S

Born in Nastola, Finland, on 28 August 1989, Valtteri 
 Bottas has been competing in Formula 1 since 2013. Since 
2017, he has been racing for Mercedes-AMG Petronas 
Motorsport and is Lewis Hamilton’s teammate. In his first 
season with the Mercedes stable, he won the  constructors’ 
championship with the team, stood on the podium 13 times 
in a total of 20 races, and secured third place in the 
champion ship rankings. Last year saw him take the check-
ered flag three times, one of which was the season’s final 
race at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. Before moving up to 
motor racing’s premier competition, he won the Masters of 
Formula 3 in 2009 and 2010. In 2011, he won the GP3 
Series. Like so many other Formula 1 drivers, Bottas 
 started out in karting. At the tender age of just six years, 
young Valtteri did his laps on the karting tracks of his 
 Finnish homeland.

J OCH E N MA S S

Jochen Mass was born in Dorfen, Germany, on 30 Sep-
tember 1946. He is probably the only professional seaman 
who ended up becoming a Formula 1 driver. He embarked 
on his motor racing career in the late 1960s in the German 
Automobil Rundstrecken Championship. In 1971, he won 
it driving a Ford Capri. He made his debut in motorsport’s 
premier competition at the Silverstone British Grand Prix in 
1973, where he was forced to retire following a mass pile-
up on the very first lap. But things finally came  together on 
April 27, 1975. He triumphed at the Spanish Grand Prix – 
much feared for being so dangerous – on the Montjuïc 
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circuit in Barcelona. All in all, Jochen Mass took part in 
105 Formula 1 races and collected 71 championship points. 
In the 1980s, motor racing’s indefatigable old hand was still 
competing in various types of events in, among other cars, 
a Sauber-Mercedes. In 1989, he won the 24 Hours of  
Le Mans in a Sauber Mercedes C9. Throughout the course 
of his career, Mass drove the legendary Mille Miglia no 
fewer than 27 times with Mercedes.

MARO E N G E L

Born in Munich on 27 August 1985, Maro Engel had his 
first race in the 2008 German Touring Car Championship 
(DTM) at the Hockenheimring. For all that, his motorsport 
roots are still firmly in Formula racing. After the German 
Formula BMW, where he started at the age of 16, he com-
peted in the German and British Formula 3  Championships. 
Following that, Engel spent four years with Mercedes-AMG 
in the DTM and has had a successful career in GT3 since 
2012. His triumphs include, among others, the 2016  
24 Hours at the Nürburgring, the 12-hour race at Bathurst 
in 2014 and two victories in the Macau Grand Prix (2014 
and 2015). He has been an important member of the 
Mercedes-AMG Motorsport DTM team since 2017 and 
continues to race with the Mercedes-AMG GT3, appearing 
for the start of the US program at the 24-hour race in 
 Daytona. In addition to his involvement in the FIA Formula 
E Championship, he has been an official AMG brand 
 ambassador since 2016.

C AR M E N J O R DÁ

The Spanish driver was born in Alcoi on 28 May 1988, and 
embarked on her motor racing career in karting at the 
 tender age of ten. Her debut in Formula racing came in 
2005 with Formula Sport Junior. After competing in the 
European F3 Open and the Le Mans Series, Carmen Jordá 
decided to move on to the US developmental series, the 
Indy Lights. For the 2012 season, she was given a car with 
Ocean Racing Technology as part of the GP3 Series. She 
is currently the only woman who has competed in three 
GP3 Series seasons. In 2015, Jordá became a develop-
ment driver with the then Lotus F1 team. She retained this 
position in 2016 with the team that succeeded Lotus, 
 Renault Sport F1. In December 2017, she was appointed 
to the FIA Women in Motorsport Commission.
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FU RTH E R I N FO R MATIO N

IWC Schaffhausen
Department Public Relations
E-mail press-iwc@iwc.com
Internet press.iwc.com

I NTE R N E T AN D SOCIAL M E D IA

Web iwc.com
Facebook facebook.com/IWCWatches 
YouTube youtube.com/iwcwatches
Twitter twitter.com/iwc
LinkedIn linkedin.com/company/iwc-schaffhausen
Instagram instagram.com/iwcwatches
Pinterest pinterest.com/iwcwatches
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