
IWC DEMONSTRATES  

ITS MANUFACTURING EXPERTISE  

WITH A NEW SPITFIRE LINE

Schaffhausen, 14th January 2019 – at the Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH) in Geneva,  

IWC Schaffhausen will be presenting a new Spitfire line in the Pilot’s Watches collection. To celebrate the  

unique engineering expertise of the designers of the legendary British fighter aircraft, all Spitfire watches 

feature IWC-manufactured calibres. The design is inspired by the puristic instrument design of the Mark 11. The 

iconic navigation watch was produced in Schaffhausen for the Royal Air Force from 1948 and was worn by 

many of the pilots and navigators serving at that time.

The Spitfire, designed by Reginald J. Mitchell, is one of the 
most sophisticated developments in the history of aviation. 
The iconic shape of the legendary British fighter aircraft is 
the result of a perfectly functional design; its elliptical wings 
not only make the Spitfire extraordinarily agile and easy to 
manoeuvre, they also give it its unique silhouette. The 
characteristic instrument design of IWC’s Pilot’s Watches 
was likewise the result of engineering to the specific 
requirements of military aviation (please find more detailed 
information in separate article). "Just like the Spitfire, our 
watch collection of the same name also perfectly combines 
form and function. The design is inspired by the puristic 
instrument design of the iconic Mark 11 navigation watch. 
This watch demonstrates our engineering expertise, as we 
have integrated high-quality IWC-manufactured calibres 
into all Spitfire models," explains Christoph Grainger-Herr, 
CEO of IWC Schaffhausen.

ALL SPITFIRE MODELS WITH  

IWC-MANUFACTURED CALIBRES

For the first time, IWC has integrated a chronograph 
movement from the 69000 calibre family into its pilot's 
watches. The 69380 IWC-manufactured calibre powers 
two Spitfire chronographs with a reduced case diameter 
of 41 millimetres. Two high-quality automatic movements 
from the 82000 calibre family are also used in the pilot's 

watches for the first time. Both have been enhanced 
with complications: The new 82760 IWC-manufactured 
calibre with the patented Timezoner mechanism, the new 
82710 IWC-manufactured calibre with a UTC function. 
The reference with a perpetual calendar is powered 
by an IWC-manufactured movement from the 52000 
calibre family. The IWC 52615 manufacture calibre has 
a Pellaton winding with ceramic components and two 
barrels. Finally, IWC has integrated an IWC-manufactured 
calibre from the 32000 calibre family for the first time: The 
32110 IWC-manufactured calibre powers two Spitfire 
automatic watches. With their robustness and reliability, 
all IWC-manufactured movements embody the high level 
of engineering expertise at IWC.

TWO DIFFERENT  

DESIGN WORLDS

The Spitfire line features two different designs. "The colour 
scheme of the watch design, with its stainless steel case, 
its black dial and its green textile strap, is reminiscent of 
the cockpit of a Spitfire. The bronze case, olive green 
dials and brown calf leather straps give the other models 
a unique character. Over time, the bronze develops a 
special patina. The Spitfire is engraved on the back of the 
watches with a closed case," explains Christian Knoop, 
Creative Director at IWC Schaffhausen.
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THE SPITFIRE COLLECTION COMPRISES  

THE FOLLOWING MODELS:

The Big Pilot’s Watch Perpetual Calendar Spitfire 
(Ref. IW503601) features a perpetual calendar and is 
limited to 250 watches.

	 -	�Bronze case, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap

The 52615 IWC-manufactured calibre has a power 
reserve of seven days. The heavy-duty components 
of the Pellaton winding are made from wear-resistant 
ceramic. The perpetual calendar identifies different 
month lengths and leap years automatically and will 
work until 2100 without needing any correction. Since 
all displays are perfectly synchronised, the watch can be 
easily adjusted via the crown. The double moon display 
shows the moon in the correct position in the northern 
and southern hemisphere and takes 577.5 years to 
require adjustment by one day. The see-through sapphire 
glass back allows the user to view the highly embellished 
IWC-manufactured calibre.

The Pilot’s Watch Timezoner Spitfire Edition "The 
Longest Flight" (Ref. IW395501) combines the patented 
Timezoner mechanism with an IWC-manufactured 
automatic movement and is limited to 250 watches.

	 -	�Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands, 
green textile strap

This special edition is dedicated to the "Silver Spitfire – 
The Longest Flight" project. It has been specially 
developed for pilots Steve Boultbee Brooks and Matt 
Jones to coincide with their flight around the world in 
a Spitfire. The watch can be set to a different time zone 
by means of a simple rotational movement of the bezel. 
The hour hand, the 24-hour display and the date rotate 
automatically at the same time. The 24-hour display 
has been designed as a rotating disc beneath the dial. 
This means that the dial moves closer to the front glass, 
making it easier to read. The newly developed 82760 
IWC-manufactured calibre has a Pellaton winding with 
components made from wear-resistant ceramic and 
boasts a power reserve of 60 hours.
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With the Pilot’s Watch UTC Spitfire Edition “MJ271” 
(Ref. IW327101), IWC has integrated the Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC) function into an IWC-manufactured 
calibre for the first time and this model is limited to 
271 watches.

	 -	�Bronze case, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap

Used in aviation for all communication and navigation 
purposes, the UTC function makes it easy to set a second 
time zone. When turning the crown when in its central 
position, the hour hand moves forward or backward in 
hourly increments. If the dial crosses the International 
Date Line, the date display changes automatically. The 
time in the wearer's home country can be read via the 
curved UTC display in the top half of the dial. The 82710 
IWC-manufactured calibre has a Pellaton winding with 
ceramic components and boasts a power reserve of 
60 hours.

For the Pilot’s Watch Chronograph Spitfire (Ref. 
IW387901 and IW387902), IWC has integrated a 
chronograph movement from the 69000 calibre family 
into its pilot's watches for the first time.

 
	 -	�Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands, 

green textile strap (Ref. IW387901)

	 -	�Bronze case, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap (Ref. IW387902)

IWC is presenting its first Pilot’s Chronograph with a 
movement from the 69000 calibre family and a reduced 
case diameter of just 41 millimetres. This calibre family, 
which was presented for the first time in 2016, is one of 
the most important developments in IWC-manufactured 
movements in IWC's early history. The 69380 IWC-
manufactured calibre is a robust chronograph movement 
with a classic column wheel design. The stopped hours 
and minutes are displayed on the two subdials at 
"9 o'clock" and "12 o'clock". The pawl-winding system, 
which winds up on both sides, boasts a power reserve of 
46 hours. An inner cage made from soft iron protects the 
movement against magnetic fields.
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In the Pilot’s Watch Automatic Spitfire (Ref. IW326801 
and IW326802), IWC has integrated an IWC-manufactured 
movement from the new 32000 calibre family into its 
pilot's watches for the first time.

 
	 -	�Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands, 

green textile strap (Ref. IW326801)

	 -	�Bronze case, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap (Ref. IW326802)

The 32110 IWC-manufactured calibre is making its 
debut in this timepiece. The robust automatic movement 
features a pawl-winding system that winds up on both 
sides and boasts a power reserve of 72 hours. The watch 
has a comfortable diameter of 39 millimetres. An inner 
cage made from soft iron protects the movement against 
magnetic fields.
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I WC S C H A F F H AU S E N

With a clear focus on technology and development, the 
Swiss watch manufacturer IWC Schaffhausen has been 
producing timepieces of lasting value since 1868. The 
company has gained an international reputation based on 
a passion for innovative solutions and technical ingenuity. 
One of the world’s leading brands in the luxury watch 
segment, IWC crafts masterpieces of Haute Horlogerie at 
their finest, combining supreme precision with exclusive 
design. As an ecologically and socially responsible 
company, IWC is committed to sustainable production, 
supports institutions around the globe in their work with 
children and young people, and maintains partnerships  
with organisations dedicated to environmental protection.

D OWN LOADS

Images of the new Spitfire models are available 
free of charge at press.iwc.com

M O R E I N FO R MATI O N

IWC Schaffhausen
Public Relations department
Email		 press-iwc@iwc.com
Website		 press.iwc.com

I NTE R N E T AN D SOCIAL M E D IA

Website	 iwc.com
Facebook	 facebook.com/IWCWatches
YouTube	 youtube.com/iwcwatches
Twitter	 twitter.com/iwc
LinkedIn	 linkedin.com/company/
	 iwc-schaffhausen
Instagram	 instagram.com/iwcwatches
Pinterest	 www.pinterest.com/iwcwatches/
Google+	 https://plus.google.com/+iwcwatches
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F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Pellaton automatic winding – Power reserve display – Perpetual calendar  
with displays for the date, day, month, year in four digits and perpetual moon phase for both  
northern and southern hemispheres – Small hacking seconds – See-through sapphire glass back – 
Screw-in crown – Glass secured against displacement by drops in air pressure – Limited to 250 watches

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured calibre	 52615
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 54
Power reserve	 7 days (168 h)
Winding	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials	� Bronze case, titanium case back, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap

Crystal	 Sapphire, arched edge, anti-reflective coating on both sides
Water-resistance	 6 bar
Diameter	 46.2 mm
Height	 15.3 mm

BIG PILOT’S WATCH  

PERPETUAL CALENDAR SPITFIRE

R E F.  I W503 6 01
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PILOT’S WATCH TIMEZONER SPITFIRE 

EDITION "THE LONGEST FLIGHT"

 

F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Pellaton automatic winding – Date display – Central hacking seconds – 
Timezoner function for setting another time zone using the rotating bezel – 24-hour display for 
Worldtimer function – Screw-in crown – Glass secured against displacement by drops in air pressure – 
Special back engraving – Limited to 250 watches

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured calibre	 82760
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 25
Power reserve	 60 h
Winding	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials	� Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands, green textile strap
Crystal	 Sapphire, arched edge, anti-reflective coating on both sides
Water-resistance	 6 bar
Diameter	 46 mm
Height	 15.2 mm

R E F.  I W 39 5501
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PILOT’S WATCH UTC SPITFIRE  

EDITION “MJ271”

 

F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Pellaton automatic winding – Date display – Central hacking seconds –  
Second time zone – Soft-iron inner case for protection against magnetic fields – Screw-in crown –  
Glass secured against displacement by drops in air pressure – Special back engraving –  
Limited to 271 watches

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured calibre	 82710
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 31
Power reserve	 60 h
Winding	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials	� Bronze case, titanium case back, olive green dial, gold-plated hands, 
brown calf leather strap

Crystal	 Sapphire, arched edge, anti-reflective coating on both sides
Water-resistance	 6 bar
Diameter	 41 mm
Height	 14.2 mm

R E F.  I W 327 1 01
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PILOT’S WATCH  

CHRONOGRAPH SPITFIRE

 

F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Chronograph function for hours, minutes and seconds – Date and day display – 
Small hacking seconds – Soft-iron inner case for protection against magnetic fields – Screw-in crown – 
Glass secured against displacement by drops in air pressure – Special back engraving

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured calibre	 69380
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 33
Power reserve	 46 h
Winding	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials	 �Ref. IW387901: Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands, 
green textile strap 
Ref. IW387902: Bronze case, titanium case back, olive green dial, 
gold-plated hands, brown calf leather strap

Crystal	 Sapphire, arched edge, anti-reflective coating on both sides
Water-resistance	 6 bar
Diameter	 41 mm
Height	 15.3 mm

R E F.  I W 3 879 01  -  I W 3 879 02

IWC Schaffhausen · Baumgartenstrasse 15 · CH-8201 Schaffhausen
Phone +41 (0)52 235 75 65 · Fax +41 (0)52 235 75 01 · info@iwc.com · www.iwc.com

mailto:info@iwc.com
http://www.iwc.com


PILOT’S WATCH AUTOMATIC SPITFIRE

 

 

F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Date display – Central hacking seconds – Soft-iron inner case  
for protection against magnetic fields – Screw-in crown – Glass secured against displacement  
by drops in air pressure – Special back engraving

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured calibre	 32110
Frequency	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels	 21
Power reserve	 72 h
Winding	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials	 �Ref. IW326801: Stainless steel case, black dial, rhodium-plated hands,  
green textile strap 
Ref. IW326802: Bronze case, titanium case back, olive green dial,  
gold-plated hands, brown calf leather strap

Crystal	 Sapphire, arched edge, anti-reflective coating on both sides
Water-resistance	 6 bar
Diameter	 39 mm
Height	 Ref. IW326801: 10.8 mm
	 Ref. IW326802: 10.6 mm

R E F.  I W 32 6 8 01  -  I W 32 6 8 02
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