
IWC SCHAFFHAUSEN CELEBRATES 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

GÉRALD GENTA’S INGENIEUR SL 

WITH TWO LIMITED EDITIONS

Schaffhausen, September 15th, 2026: Fifty years ago, IWC Schaffhausen unveiled a watch that would go on to 

define the look and character of the Ingenieur collection for decades to come: the Ingenieur SL, Reference 1832, 

created by the legendary artist and designer Gérald Genta. The modern Ingenieur reinterprets its iconic design 

in contemporary, meticulously refined form. Since launching in 2023, the Ingenieur has grown into a full collection 

spanning multiple sizes, materials and complications, and IWC is now celebrating five decades of the Ingenieur 

SL with two limited editions. Both stand out with their refined brushed silver-plated dials, which are inspired by 

a rare variant of the Ingenieur SL. A subtly reimagined logo on the dials marks this milestone anniversary. 

Fifty years ago, in 1976, IWC Schaffhausen introduced 
the Ingenieur SL, Reference 1832. The successor to 
the first generation of Ingenieur models was created by 
none other than Gérald Genta. The Geneva-based artist 
and watch designer conceived this bold design at the 
height of his creative powers in the 1970s, a decade 
in which luxury steel sports watches with integrated 
bracelets emerged as an entirely new product category 
within Swiss watchmaking. Despite its forward-looking 
design language, the Ingenieur SL was not a commercial 
success at launch. It would take decades for collectors to 
rediscover the watch – of which between 1976 and 1983 
only 598 pieces were made – and today it ranks among 
the most sought-after models in IWC’s history.

The Ingenieur SL was also the creative blueprint for 
the modern Ingenieur, launched in 2023. With its bezel 
secured by five functional screws, structured grid dial 
and integrated bracelet, it echoes the defining style cues 
of the Ingenieur SL while pairing them with enhanced 
ergonomics, wearability and highly detailed finishing. 
Now, IWC celebrates the 50th  anniversary of Genta’s 
emblematic design with two limited editions of the 
Ingenieur Automatic, available in 40 and 35 millimeters.

“50 years have passed since my father created the 
Ingenieur SL, and it amazes me how his work continues 
to inspire so many people decades later. I am honored to 
see how IWC is preserving his artistic legacy and building 
on his iconic design with their new Ingenieur,” says Alexia 
Genta, daughter of Gérald Genta and co-founder of the 
Gérald Genta Heritage Association.

The Ingenieur Automatic 40 50th Anniversary  
(Ref. IW328910) and the Ingenieur Automatic 35 
50th Anniversary (Ref. IW324909) are each limited to 
1,150  pieces. These watches stand out because of 
their distinct brushed silver-plated dials, inspired by a 
rare variant of the 1970s Ingenieur SL. While Reference 
1832 is mostly known for its structured dial, IWC also 
introduced one variant featuring a silver-plated dial with 
a brushed finish. On both anniversary editions, the dials 
are complemented with rhodium-plated hands and metal 
hour markers, filled with Super-LumiNova®. Furthermore, 
a subtle design modification has been made to the logo: 
the characteristic lightning bolt, typically found below the 
“Ingenieur” name on the dial, has been replaced with 
the number “50” to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Ingenieur SL.
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“With its distinctive and bold design, the Ingenieur SL has 
shaped both the career of Gérald Genta and the history of 
IWC Schaffhausen. This integrated bracelet luxury sport 
watch introduced an aesthetic expression and a purist 
form that has lost none of its power and magic to this 
day. It is therefore only natural that we are celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of this icon with two special limited 
editions featuring distinctive brushed dials,” explains 
Christian Knoop, Creative Director at IWC Schaffhausen.

Both novelties feature a case and bracelet crafted from 
stainless steel. The bracelet, attached via its middle links, 
ensures excellent ergonomics and wearing comfort. 
The detailed finishing incorporates satin-finishing and 
polishing. While the bracelet of the 40-millimeter version is 
satin-finished, the middle links on the 35-millimeter variant 
are polished. Both models showcase the characteristic 
bezel, a signature feature of the Ingenieur. Secured to the 
case with five screws, the bezels are satin-finished and 
boast polished edges, enhancing the sculptural quality of 
the Gérald Genta-inspired design.

The Ingenieur Automatic 40 50th Anniversary is powered 
by the IWC-manufactured 32111 caliber. This automatic 
movement features a double pawl winding system, which 
generates a power reserve of 120 hours. Like the original 
Ingenieur SL from the 1970s, the watch features a soft-iron 
inner case to protect its movement from magnetic fields. 
The Ingenieur Automatic 35 50th Anniversary features a 
see-through sapphire glass case back displaying the IWC 
Caliber 47110. The movement is finished with circular 
graining and Geneva stripes and also features a gold-
plated oscillating weight.

E VO LV I N G I N TO  

A  CO M P R E H E N S I V E CO L L E C T I O N

Since IWC introduced the new Ingenieur in 2023, the 
collection has been growing steadily in case sizes, dial 
colors, materials and complications. Today, the line 
spans executions ranging from stainless steel, titanium 
and 18-karat 5N gold to black and colored ceramic. 
The collection also includes a perpetual calendar and 
watchmaking’s ultimate complication – the tourbillon.
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F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Date display – Central hacking seconds – Screw-in crown – Soft-iron inner case 
for magnetic field protection

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC-manufactured caliber 	 32111
Frequency 	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels 	 21
Power reserve 	 120 h
Winding 	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials 	� Stainless steel case, silver-plated brushed dial, rhodium-plated hands and 
appliques, integrated stainless steel bracelet with butterfly folding clasp

Glass 	 Sapphire, convex, antireflective coating on both sides 
Water-resistant 	 10 bar
Diameter 	 40 mm
Height 	 10.8 mm

INGENIEUR AUTOMATIC 40  

50TH ANNIVERSARY

R E F.  I W 32 8 91 0

IWC Schaffhausen  Baumgartenstrasse 15 · 8201 Schaffhausen, Switzerland
Phone +41 (0)52 235 75 65 · Fax +41 (0)52 235 75 01 · press@iwc.com · press.iwc.com 

mailto:press%40iwc.com?subject=
http://press.iwc.com


F E AT U R E S

Mechanical movement – Date display – Central hacking seconds – See-through sapphire glass back

 

M OV E M E N T

IWC caliber 	 47110
Frequency 	 28,800 vph / 4 Hz
Jewels 	 23
Power reserve 	 42 h
Winding 	 Automatic

 

WATC H

Materials 	� Stainless steel case, silver-plated brushed dial, rhodium-plated hands and 
appliques, integrated stainless steel bracelet with butterfly folding clasp

Glass 	 Sapphire, convex, antireflective coating on both sides 
Water-resistant 	 10 bar
Diameter 	 35 mm
Height 	 9.4 mm

INGENIEUR AUTOMATIC 35  

50TH ANNIVERSARY

R E F.  I W 3249 0 9
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D OWN LOADS

Images of the Ingenieur Automatic 40 
50th Anniversary and the Ingenieur 
Automatic 35 50th Anniversary can be 
downloaded from press.iwc.com

F U R T H E R I N FO R MATI O N

IWC Schaffhausen
Public Relations department
Email		 press-iwc@iwc.com
Website		 press.iwc.com

I NTE R N E T AN D SOCIAL M E D IA

Website	 iwc.com
Facebook	 facebook.com/IWCWatches
YouTube	 youtube.com/iwcwatches
LinkedIn	 linkedin.com/company/
	 iwc-schaffhausen
Instagram	 instagram.com/iwcwatches
Pinterest	 pinterest.com/iwcwatches

#IWCwatches

I WC S C H A F F H AU S E N

IWC Schaffhausen is the Engineer of Watchmaking.  
In 1868, the American watchmaker and engineer Florentine 
Ariosto Jones established the ‘International Watch 
Company’ in Schaffhausen in the German-speaking part 
of Switzerland. By combining the best of human 
craftsmanship and creativity with cutting-edge industrial 
technology and processes, he laid the foundation for 
IWC’s unique engineering approach to watchmaking.

IWC’s distinctive and pure design is brought to life through 
collections ranging from elegant dress watches to sports 
and luxury sports watches, notably the Portugieser, 
Portofino, Pilot’s Watches and Ingenieur. Over its more 
than 150-year history, IWC has earned a reputation for 
creating professional instrument watches and functional 
complications, especially chronographs and calendars, 
which are ingenious, robust and easy to use.

A pioneer in the use of titanium and ceramic, IWC 
specialises in performance materials such as Ceratanium®. 
IWC’s advanced engineering division XPL develops 
technologies that enhance the durability of mechanical 
watches and extend their applications to environments 
with extreme conditions such as jet aviation and human 
spaceflight.

IWC is a leader in sustainable luxury watchmaking, crafting 
timepieces built to last for generations and continuously 
improving every aspect of how it manufactures, distributes 
and services its watches responsibly. Empowering the 
next generation of engineers, the brand also partners with 
organizations that work globally to support children and 
young people. IWC. EngineeredTM.
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