IWC SCHAFFHAU S E N
S U P P O RTS TH E S I LVE R S PITFI R E ' S
RO U N D -TH E -WO R LD FLI G HT
Schaffhausen, 15th September 2018 – IWC Schaffhausen lends its support to the “Silver Spitfire – The Longest
Flight” expedition as its main sponsor. Next summer, a carefully restored Spitfire boasting a unique silver-chrome
finish will take off from London to embark on a round-the-world flight. The aircraft, built in 1943, will cover more
than 43,000 kilometres over several months, visiting some 30 countries on its way. The circumnavigation honours
the quintessential design and unparalleled engineering of the iconic British plane. The expedition is the brainchild
of Steve Boultbee-Brooks and Matt Jones, founders of the Boultbee Flight Academy, based on the Goodwood
Estate in the south of England. IWC is establishing a long-term partnership with the first official Spitfire flying
academy.

IWC looks back over an 80-plus year history of
manufacturing pilot watches and has even previously
commemorated the Spitfire plane with several specialedition watches. Their dedication to this particular project
once again underscores the Swiss watchmaker's passion
for aviation. Furthermore, the visionary engineering and
timeless design of the Spitfire are characteristics also
embodied by the expertly engineered watches from
Schaffhausen. "More than any other aircraft, the Spitfire
symbolises man's dream of flying. She is a masterpiece
of engineering, who was born ahead of her time and
who continues to dazzle with her iconic design. We were
instantly captivated by the ambitious idea of flying this
aircraft around the world and we are excited to be able
to help this adventure along its way," explains Christoph
Grainger-Herr, CEO of IWC Schaffhausen.
At the same time, IWC is announcing a partnership of
several years with the Boultbee Flight Academy. The
institution, founded by pilots Steve Boultbee-Brooks and
Matt Jones, is the first officially recognised Spitfire flying
academy in the world. "IWC Schaffhausen shares our
passion for aviation and our admiration for the Spitfire.
We know we have found the perfect partner to make
our vision of a round-the-world flight a reality," explains
Matt Jones.

A N I C O N I N F L I G H T A R O U N D T H E WO R L D

The Spitfire marked MJ271 was built in 1943 in Castle
Bromwich. At present, the aircraft is being stripped down
to its component parts and painstakingly restored. Every
single part is being lovingly polished by hand to a brilliant
sheen to give the plane its dazzling silver appearance. In
spring 2019, the public will have their first chance to see
the aircraft, rechristened the "Silver Spitfire".
The round-the-world flight will depart next summer in
England. The first part of the tour will see it fly via Canada
and into the USA. This route allows the expedition team to
benefit from the comparatively mild weather conditions of
the Arctic. From there, the route continues via South East
Asia to India, before turning towards the Middle East and
flying on back to Europe. On its way, the "Silver Spitfire"
will also touch down in several countries that have never
before seen an aeroplane of this sort on their runways.
French artist Romain Hugault, famed for his aviationthemed illustrations, will be accompanying the Spitfire to
create an artistic record of the journey. Hugault holds a
pilot's licence and can often be seen behind the controls
of his 1942 Piper L4. He is widely regarded as one of the
pre-eminent illustrators of classic aviation.
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B O U LT B E E F L I G H T A C A D E M Y

Boultbee Flight Academy is the world’s first Spitfire
training school and approved Spitfire flight provider
and is owned by British pilots Matt Jones and Steve
Boultbee-Brooks. Boultbee Flight Academy offer Spitfire
experience flights and a ground-breaking Spitfire flight
simulator to non-pilots and Spitfire training to certified
pilots. Boultbee Flight Academy offers flights and
experiences around the UK in an ever expanding number
of locations. Their headquarters is based at Goodwood
Aerodrome, West Sussex, its proximity to the white cliffs
of Beachy Head and the Needles meaning the Spitfire
flying experience can be conducted around one of the
most iconic landscapes on the south coast of the United
Kingdom. Matt Jones and Steve Boultbee-Brooks have
partnered with IWC Schaffhausen to bring to fruition their
dream of flying an original Spitfire around the world in
Silver Spitfire – The Longest Flight.

IWC SCHAFFHAUSE N

With a clear focus on technology and development, the
Swiss watch manufacturer IWC Schaffhausen has been
producing timepieces of lasting value since 1868. The
company has gained an international reputation based on
a passion for innovative solutions and technical ingenuity.
One of the world’s leading brands in the luxury watch
segment, IWC crafts masterpieces of Haute Horlogerie at
their finest, combining supreme precision with exclusive
design. As an ecologically and socially responsible
company, IWC is committed to sustainable production,
supports institutions around the globe in their work with
children and young people, and maintains partnerships with
organisations dedicated to environmental protection.

D OW N LOA DS

Image materials for the "Silver Spitfire – The
Longest Flight" expedition are available free
of charge from press.iwc.com
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